Comox Valley Cycling Coalition Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday October 20th , 2011 7:00 p.m.

Present: Marg Harris, James Taylor, Brian Schoneberg , Terry Dekker, Chris Bowman, Mike Alton, Rita Alton, Angela Dawson, ,Jacques Gobeil,  Julia Painchaud, Rick Clough, Rick Howell, Gladys Schmidt, Tyler Johns, Wilf Drehr
Call to order

Approval of the agenda.
Approval of minutes from September Board meeting.  Motion to approve the minutes from the September meeting.  Motion passed.
Finance – The report from Krista Kaptein was accepted as written.
· statements Income expense report and no change in the last month total income 4556.58 ex penses 4066.96 balance of 489.62
· At the September meeting membership fees were discussed and passed to the  Finance Committee for consideration.  Their recommendation is that the coalition should maintain the status quo until an alternate and reliable source of income is found.  It was moved and seconded that the recommendation of the finance committee be accepted and the current membership fee be maintained.  Discussion ensued. Motion passed.
Membership report – Report from Sue F (via Marg) that there are no changes to report since our last meeting.
Old Business

Technical Committee report – Wilf reported that no meetings have been held since the last Board meeting.
· The traffic count was completed on October 5, 2011.  This is the 3rd year of the count. The motorized traffic has increased from 33000 to 42000 vehicles and the cycling traffic has decreased from 550 to 380 cyclists. We are at the 1% mode share. We will continue with counts in the future. Wilf currently has 15 volunteers and if he is able to obtain more he would like to do a count during the day hours as well as having a summer count for recreational cyclists.  This would allow for a more comprehensive poll.
· Wilf would like call a Technical committee meeting to discuss the issue of signage on bicycle routes and trails including signage for a code of behavior for both cyclists and pedestrians on mixed use routes.

· Several cycling issues are on hold due to the upcoming election.  These include the 6th street bridge and the consultation of the City of Courtenay engineers with Richard Drudhl.
Education Committee report 

· The 19 Wing Rexpo went well with 30 children participating.
· New Horizons for Seniors Program –Terry and Marg reported on this Federally funded seniors program to which we submitted an application for proposal. We have received a response accepting the application submission and advising that the review process is underway and we should expect a written response in approximately 5 months from the submission date.
· School Programs - When Ed returns James, Rick & Betty Clough would like to begin planning for school safe cycling programs. 
November 24 , 2011 Meeting – has been designed to be a membership focused meeting.  It will be held in the Evergreen Seniors lounge at the Filberg centre. This venue will only accomodate 76 people so we are not publicizing the event.  Members are welcome to bring a friend.  There will be no business portion to the meeting.  James provided an update on the planned agenda for the meeting. The focus will be on bicycle touring.  Gladys Schmidt will speak on the moderately supported tour, Willy  van Kemenade will present the fully supported tour, while Ed & Barb Fudge will address the independent cycling tour, focusing on Australia as a destination.  Each presentation will be under ½ hour.  Other topics for future meetings were mentioned.  Marg will email the membership. 
New Business

Correspondence

· Letter from Federal government noted above.
· Information re Grand Fondo.  This long distance ride was held for the 2nd year in Vancouver (the route going up to Whistler), the Okanogan, and in the Niagara region.  The owner of Westerly hotel did one this year and would like to assess the interest in the Comox Valley for an approximately 140 km ride.  Repeat information given from last coalition meeting.  Next meeting, of the Grand Fondo organizing committee will be next week.  

· Information re the Mass Goose Ride received from Charles Burnett.  There will be a group ride originating in Victoria on Sunday Nov 6 to support Vancouver island Spine Trail development which is to extend from Victoria to the north end of the island. 
Upcoming Municipal elections November 19, 2011 - were discussed in relation to bicycling concerns and infrastructure.  During the last election the coalition sent letters to all candidates re their beliefs and stances on cycling issues.  Brian to send questions out to the membership to assess and then prepare to have them sent to candidates.  
 James would like to host a meeting to initiate communicating with other valley organizations who are concerned with sustainability. 
Courtenay City Council meeting Monday October 17th  - 

Cycling task force has received approval for a continued 3 years of operation.

There were some very positive comments about Car free Sunday given at the meeting.  James believes that the Car Free Sunday final report would be helpful to us.  Marg to request the report from Andrew Gower, organizer. 
Media – Newspaper articles are required for October, November, and December.  James will create an election-oriented article and look for editing suggestions from Marg before submitting. Tyler to approach David Frisch re a possible upcoming article on bicycle delivery including lunches.
Web site Chris posed the question as to what information that we would like to add to the site.  Discussion ensued as to what draws members to the website

Next Meetings

The next Membership meeting will be held on Thursday, November 24th in the Evergreen Seniors’ Lounge at the Filberg centre.
Board/Executive meeting on Thursday, November 17th.   Motion that we not hold a December executive meeting.  Motion passed.
Motion to adjourn.

